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The Wake County Guardian ad Litem Program is grateful that so many
members of our community have served and continue to serve as advocates
for children in care. Your commitment has been long-lasting and impactful.
We are often asked how long Guardians ad Litem serve with the program,
and the numbers are astounding!
5 Child Advocates have served for 20 years or more;
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98 Child Advocates have served for 5-9 years;
95 Child Advocates have served for 3-4 years;

During 2017:
921 children were represented by the Wake County Guardian ad Litem
Program.
938 reports were submitted to the court by Wake County Guardian ad Litem
Child Advocates.
The Wake County Guardian ad Litem Program participated in 3481 child
hearings.
258 Children achieved legal permanency through reunification, guardianship,
custody or adoption.
87 New Guardian ad Litem Child Advocates were trained and sworn-in.
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Spotlight on Lindsay Harrison
Advocating Since 2016
“The drive to significance is a simple extension of the creative impulse of
God that gave us being… We were built to count, as water is made to run
downhill. We are placed in a specific context to count in ways that no one
else does.” ~Dallas Willard
Each of us has a unique purpose on this earth. We were built to count. At
times, youth living in foster care do not have the opportunity to develop the
best versions of themselves and realize their unique purpose. It is for this
reason that being a Guardian ad Litem is an honor and joy. To play a role in
a young person’s life; hopefully creating avenues for their development and
expression of their unique way to impact this world.
Since 2007, I have worked for child welfare non-profits that specialize in
family connectedness and permanency work for youth living in foster care. I
formally found my way to the Guardian ad Litem organization in 2016, after being at home with my
children for several years and desiring a way to get back into partnering with youth and families in our
community.
Living in foster care can be an uncertain and challenging experience, and people thrive when they have
stability, permanence, love and family. As a Guardian ad Litem, I have a small window of time in a
young person's life to learn what is important to them and hear their desires. To have an opportunity to
contribute to stability and certainty. To be in a position to speak with and hear from the paid professionals, parents, family members, friends, teachers, and other important people in the child’s life; playing a part in creating a web of support for the youth that will last their lifetime.
Every young person in our community deserves the chance to count in their own unique way, surrounded by unconditional support and the tools to grow into healthy adults. Being a Guardian ad Litem plays
a significant role in creating this for each youth living in foster care. Together, we can help young people count in ways that no one else does.

“Your legacy is every life you’ve touched, every person whose life was moved or not. It‘s every person
you’ve harmed or helped, that’s your legacy.”
Dr. Maya Angelou
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A Conversation with Amos Slaymaker
Volunteer Child Advocate Since 2015
Mr. Slaymaker moved to North Carolina from Virginia in 1971 to take a
job with the newly formed Environmental Protection Agency. He
worked at the EPA for 30 years and served as the IT Director at the time
of his retirement. After retirement he spent several years working as a
consultant. During his retirement he started volunteering as a mediator. He got involved with mediation after his late wife saw an article in
the newspaper and suggested he would be good at mediation. He served
as a volunteer mediator with the District Court for a number of years.
During his retirement, Amos also finished his master’s degree through
on online program with Columbia College and his thesis was on handling conflict between parents and adolescents. He now works as a mediator with churches as
well as with families.
Mr. Slaymaker first became aware of the GAL program through a friend at his church. At that
time his schedule didn’t allow him to commit the time to volunteer with the program. He was also
familiar with the work of GALs because his son and daughter in law were foster parents for a
number of years. Mr. Slaymaker took the GAL training in 2014 and has been an active volunteer
with the program ever since. He finds the most rewarding part of his GAL work is how the children really light up when he comes for his monthly visit. He enjoys being in a position as an objective third party to really help advocate for the children he works with. He’s also been so impressed with the commitment of both the foster parents and social workers he’s worked with in his
time as a GAL.
Mr. Slaymaker finds the biggest challenge of GAL work is writing the court reports!
Amos’ advice to new GALs is to really pay attention in training and be aware of all the different
circumstances people live in. He feels it’s so important to acknowledge that the children we work
with have been through things that most of us can’t imagine and that no child should have to go
through. We are so grateful to have dedicated volunteers like Mr. Slaymaker.

“In his poem “Death of the Hired Man,” Robert Frost says that “Home is the place
where, when you have to go there, they have to take you in.” Every child should have a
home like that.”
Judge Monica Bousman

3

PAGE

2017 Peanut Butter and Jelly Campaign
Thank you those who with their generous donations made our
2017 Peanut and Jelly Campaign a success. Through their
generosity, we collected and donated 713 jars of peanut butter
and jelly to the North Carolina Food Bank.

A Guardian ad Litem Volunteer is..
Being told you’re the only intelligent person involved and the only one who understands.
Being told you’re just as stupid as everyone else involved is, and to mind your own business.
Having a fifteen-year-old ask for a hug.
Having a fourteen-year-old ask if he could live with you if he runs away.
Being endlessly exposed to colds, flu, colds, strep, colds, chicken pox, colds, pink eye, colds.
Meeting some of the extraordinary people who are foster parents.
Being slobbered on by a zillion dogs and cats.
Losing your car in the parking lot for the fifth time in a month.
Spending dozens of hours talking to dozens of people to get ready for trial and then settling out of
court on the first day.
Waiting for people to return your phone calls.
Having a hearing start on time—the one time you’re late.
Having a six-year-old call and say, “Why haven’t you come to visit me? Did the judge fire you?”
Discovering places in the county you never knew existed.
Getting phone calls saying, “Thank you.”
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What is ?
Medical/Developmental/Mental Health
Children's’ Health & Development Program (CHDP)
Children newly entering foster care will have medical, developmental and mental health evaluations completed by CHDP.
OVERVIEW
CHDP provides comprehensive evaluations completed by a multidisciplinary team that reviews
each child’s case history, provider history, medical history, and specializes in working with children entering foster care.
Appointments and General Information:
The Program Coordinator will contact the foster parent(s) to schedule the child’s appointment.
Both medical and developmental assessments are completed on the same day. These comprehensive appointments are lengthy and can take several hours to complete.
Medical Exam:
 Comprehensive physical exam, lab work, immunizations and referrals according to Medicaid
and State guidelines.
 Documentation completed follows Fostering Health NC guidelines including sharing of information with medical home.
Developmental Screening:
 Developmental screening for all children under the age of 6 years will be completed prior to or
after the medical exam. Results from this screening are available on the same day.
Dental Appointment:
 A dental appointment can be made for each child at the WCHS Dental Clinic.
Mental Health Assessment:
 Direct linkage to mental health assessments for all children ages 4-18 years.
Wake County Human Services
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LINKS is the North Carolina Foster Care Independence Program for youth and young adults who
have experienced extended time in foster care. The program provides services and resources to
older youth in foster care so that when they leave the system, they will have a network of supports
and be better equipped with the skills and tools necessary to be successful in life. In Wake
County, youth who participate in LINKS typically meet once a week in the evening hours to
discuss current topics of interest and engage in fun and rewarding conversation and activities.
Youth 13 and older are eligible to participate in LINKS activities. Please encourage and advocate
for your GAL youth participation.
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Available Resources for Youth
Yelverton Enrichment Services, INC.—YES
Yelverton Enrichment Services, Inc. (YES) is just one of the wealth of resources available to assist children and families in the Wake County area.
YES was launched in 2006 and owns 6 locations. Their primary corporate office and day treatment services are offered at the Raleigh location on Departure Drive, while they also have locations in Durham, Fayetteville, Garner, Laurinburg, Virginia, and the Kinston, NC area.
In a recent interview with Mrs. Vickie Yelverton, CEO, quality management training director and
co-owner of YES, she expounded on the services the agency offers which include outpatient therapy for screening and assessments, individual, family or group therapy (community or office
based), including trauma-focused cognitive behavior therapy, medication management (by psychiatrists and nurse practitioners on staff), intensive in-home services, child and adolescent day
treatment, level 3 residential care, and OPT-PLUS (outpatient therapy which includes a therapist
and Qualified Professional who offers case management).
Ms. Yelverton explained that day treatment serves children who have difficulty maintaining in the
mainstream classroom or alternative school settings. The children may attend day treatment on a
modified or a full day. At YES, they work on behavior management and social skills, and also
provide some level of psychotherapy services with the goal of returning the child to the school
either on a modified day or full time basis. YES collaborates with Wake County schools which
provide schoolwork and academic support to the day treatment.
Yelverton also offers level 3 residential facilities or group home settings in Wake County, 2 for
female residents and 2 for males. They also serve adults via outpatient therapy/OPT-PLUS and
community support teams. Currently YES accepts Medicaid, BCBS, NC Health Choice and Medicare for adult patients. Clients may qualify for services through YES via a referral on their website, a call into their office, or a walk in at any of their locations. Yelverton screens the applicant,
including conducting a diagnostic assessment or a comprehensive clinical assessment to determine what level of care is needed next.
Yelverton also offers some bilingual services for Spanish-speaking clients. “We’re able to really
meet consumers where they are,” stated Mrs. Yelverton.
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College Mini-Camp for Youth:
It is never too soon to begin talking with your assigned GAL youth about college. On March 17th
the Southern Association of College Admission Counselors (SACAC) is sponsoring a free college
mini-camp for middle and high school youth at William Peace University. Several different colleges’ admission counselors will provide youth beneficial information about college admissions.
Students will also be provided a tour of William Peace University and free lunch. Please share
this wonderful opportunity with the caregivers and also encourage your assigned GAL youth to
attend. Youth must register for this event at https://www.cvent.com/c/express/46030b40-aebb486c-a176-7887b5ccc177 by March 9, 2018.

We would like to welcome Ms. Kathryn
Freeman and Ms. Laura Allen to the Wake
County Guardian ad Litem Program. These
two new advocates were sworn-in by the
Honorable Judge Keith Gregory during the
month of January.
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Confidentiality and the Guardian ad Litem Volunteer
As a Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Advocate, you have access to confidential information about children and people involved in those children’s
lives. Please keep in mind that as GAL advocate you may not release this
information except to the child, GAL Program staff, the social worker, the
court, and others as instructed by law or local court rules. There are strict
guidelines about who can have access to confidential information. By law,
GAL volunteers must keep all information regarding the case confidential
and make no disclosure, except by court orders or unless provided by law.
When in doubt, discuss any confidentiality concerns with your Guardian ad Litem Program
Supervisor.

Recommended Readings
A New Day One: Trauma, Grace, and
A Young Man’s Journey From Foster
Care to Yale
By: Rodney J. Walker
A Chance in The World
By: Steve Pemberton
Why Me
By: Sarah Burleton

On January 29th, The Honorable Judge Keith
Gregory shared his thoughts with a group of
new volunteer child advocates regarding the
important role that they play in the abuse and
neglect courtroom. Judge Gregory states that
“I know that when I get stuck I can look to
the middle table. The volunteers don’t have
an agenda or a dog in the fight, they just want
what is in the best interest of the child.”
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Up-Coming Events
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On Wednesday, February 21st, The Guardian ad Litem Supper Club will be held at Caffé Luna
- 136 East Hargett St. Raleigh, 27601. Our reservations are for noon. All our volunteers, volunteersin-training, staff, friends of the program and their spouses/significant others are invited. If you plan
to attend, please email Fred Ames at this email address: fredames@nc.rr.com. Please let Mr. Ames
know if you plan to attend, and if you plan to bring someone with you. Please respond to Mr. Ames
no later than Tuesday, February 20th. If you let Mr. Ames know you will attend but later have to
change your plans, please be sure to let him know of the change as far in advance as possible.
Friday, February 16, 2018 from 10:00AM to 12:00PM: Wake County Guardian ad Litem InService Training: Helping GALs Navigate the Legal System: Working with your Attorney Advocate to Ensure Children’s Best Interests in Court. Facilitators Dee Hord and Mellonee Kennedy, Attorney Advocates.
Friday, March 23, 2018 from 9:00AM to 12:00PM: Wake County Guardian ad Litem InService Training: Practicum for GAL Volunteers on The Guardian ad Litem Guide. Facilitators Cheryl Hanes, and Michelle Barrett, GAL Program Supervisors.
May 17th, Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. 6-8:30PM Mor e infor mation will be for thcoming.

Special thanks to the Friends of Wake Guardian ad Litem Association for their continuing support of families and children of Wake County.
www.friendsofwakegal.org

Happy Birthday to Our Volunteer Child Advocates!
Barbara
Andrew
Jackie
Erin
Kimberly

Frances
Andrea
Regina
Kendra
Crystal

Mary Kate
Gwendolyn
Laura
Jenna
Lesley

Amos
Sally
Leslie
Emilie
Keri

Cynthia
Rebekah
Melissa
Molly
Stephanie

Jennifer
Deborah
Ingrid
April

